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What is Deafblind?

Deafblind




Deafblindness means...

...concomitant [simultaneous] hearing and visual
impairments, the combination of which causes
such severe communication and other
developmental and educational needs that they
cannot be accommodated in special education
programs solely for children with deafness or
children with blindness.

~“National Center on Deaf-Blindness (NCDB)



Uniqueness of Deafblindness
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What Determines ‘Deafblindness’?
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Common Syndromes That Cause

Deafblindness:
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What is Communication?

...a process by which information is exchanged
between individuals through a common system
of symbols, signs, or behavior

~Merriam-Webster
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Touch Cues

* Atouch cu
place and
something

e |tlets the
is about to

e |tallowst
him feel s



Touch Cues
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Examples of Touch Cues
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Tangible Symbol Systems

 Tangible S
communic
than abstr

 Examples

cup = dri

washclot
shoe=g

e www.desi



Other Tangible Systems
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Tangible Symbol Systems
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Tactile Communication
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Tactile Sign Language
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Pre-Braille Activity

* Using the Hand-Under-Hand technique, poke holes
in a piece of paper. Turn the paper over and let the
child rub his hand over the bumps you made from
the holes

* Develop concepts by creating the outline of an
object, such as a flower or a house (use a coloring
book picture as a template). When the child feels the
bumps, you can sign and say ‘flower’ (and maybe
give him a flower) to help create that concept.



Communication vs. Meaningful
Communication

* The difference between the two of these is the
child’s ability to convey their wants and needs
(communication) verses the ability to tell someone
about their day, or to express why they like one thing
over another, or to teach them about safety
(meaningful communication)

e Getting to meaningful communication starts with
building a foundation of basic communication and
concepts when the child is young



The Importance of Hands

Deaf children rely on vision to learn language,
communicate, and explore the world

Blind children rely on hearing and touch to learn
language, communicate, and explore the world

Deafblind children rely on touch and any residual
hearing and vision to learn language, communicate,
and explore the world

Never grab a child’s hand and put it on/in something
Always use the Hand-Under-Hand technique



The Importance of Communication

 The most important thing you can do for a child who
is deafblind is to develop a communication system
early

e Children who are deafblind will retreat inside
themselves when they have no outside stimulus;
they have no idea that an entire world exists outside
of their reach

e Building concepts and communication gives them a
reason to explore and learn about their environment
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