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Supporting Parents New to 
Cued American English

EHDI Annual Conference 
March 15, 2022

Polly J. Earl, EdD
Rachel McAnallen, MS 

Amy Ruberl, MED

Objectives 

1.Name four components of the DCLP Parent Kit 
and Children’s Kits that were demonstrated.

2.Identify three ways that language and literacy 
could be enhanced by using items in the DCLP 
Parent and Children’s Kits.

3.Describe two ways parents’ cueing skills would 
continue to develop as they receive boxes 
throughout their cued language “learning 
journey.” 
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Agenda

● Introduction

● Why Were These Kits Developed?
● DCLP Parent Kit 
● Cue with Me! Children’s Kits 
● Summary 
● Other Resources 
● Q&A

NCHAM EI Snapshot 2019
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Why Some Families Choose 
Cued American English:
● Builds linguistic base with or without access to sound

○ To establish phonemic knowledge pre-implantation or 
amplification

● Assists children with language development regardless of 
cognitive abilities

● Supports bilingualism
○ American English (or other language)
○ American Sign Language

● Clarifies inconsistent signal issues related to Auditory 
Neuropathy and Auditory Processing Disorder

NCHAM EI Snapshot 2019
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Meeting Needs with 
DCLP Parent Kits

● Parents of newly identified children are often 
overwhelmed with information. 

● Parent feedback:

“I wish someone had told me about cueing.”

“In my area, I feel alone and unsupported 
if I show an interest in cueing.”

Meeting Needs with 
DCLP Parent Kits

“I wish I had been exposed to cueing more 
times over the first few years of 

my journey–it didn’t click the first (or 
second!) time I heard about it.” 
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Meeting Needs with 
DCLP Parent Kits

● Professional feedback:

“I don’t know how to explain cueing.” 

“I don’t know where to send families 
if they’re interested in cueing.”

“I don’t have cueing resources to give to my families.”

Rachel’s Story

● Son identified at newborn screening. 
● Referred - mild, unilateral hearing loss. 
● Received information from state EHDI coordinator.
● Received Early Intervention Services for one year. 
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Rachel’s Story

DCLP Parent Kits - Benefits 

● Free Parent Kit every three months for a year
○ Family is not overwhelmed all at once. 
○ Family is exposed to cueing concepts and 

opportunities consistently. 
○ Family is encouraged to keep cueing – and building 

language – at home.

● Support from NCSA’s network/the “Cuemmunity” 
○ Families don’t feel alone in their cueing journey. 
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DCLP Parent Kits - Benefits

● Cueing resources and information 
○ Families get the most up to date and accurate 

information about cueing. 

● Fun, colorful boxes, folders and toys
○ Families experience the joy of having a deaf/hard 

of hearing child.
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DCLP Parent Kit Unboxing

Sample Contents

● Supportive Letters from our President
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Contact information for NCSA Regional 
Representative

Free One-Year NCSA Membership 
& Free Online Class
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Cue Charts

Information About Cued American English
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Informational Handouts

Reference Cards
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Parent/Sibling/Native Cuer Stories
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Free Cueing iBooks

Fun Toy for Infants or Toddlers

Provided courtesy of Nuby,
a sponsor of the DCLP Parent Kits.
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Why Children’s Kits?
● Historically a dearth of materials for children
● Parent Kit recipients often have older children 

(over 3) and were introduced to cueing 
later/post-EI
○ Infant toys and support materials were age-

inappropriate 
● Requests from:

○ Parents
○ Teachers of the Deaf
○ Speech/Language Pathologists 
○ Cue Tutors 

Making learning to cue fun!

● Design of Children’s Kits
○ New, colorful graphics
○ Fun vocabulary-focused games and activities

● Themes relate to seasons and the language used at 
different times of the year

● Contents: 
○ Durable and easy for children ages 4 and over to use
○ Hands on manipulatives and activities
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Cue

with Me!

Contents of Kits

● Instructions 
● Manipulatives 
● Over 40 Flashcards 
● A Game or Two
● Curated Book List 
● 10 Worksheets   
● “Cheat Sheets” 
● Reference Materials
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Fall Manipulatives

● Beads
○ Sort 
○ Following Directions
○ Pattern Play 
○ Barrier Game

● Artificial Leaves
○ Sort 
○ Describe
○ Create

Playing with Beads

31

32



3/13/2022

17

Over 40 Flashcards

Flashcards
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Games

● Engaging and fun
● Increase Vocabulary
● Build Pragmatic Skills
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Cue Moo!

Book List
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Worksheets

● Phonemic Skills
● Rhyming
● Vowel identification
● Initial and Final 

Phonemes
● Sequencing Cues

Phonemic Awareness
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Reference Materials

● Supporting Parents & Older Cuers
● Helpful Clues

○ Phonemic Spelling
○ IPA

● Notes for  New Cuers
● New Charts
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Coupon in DCLP Parent Kit

● First Kit Free
● Additional Kits Half-price 

Cueing at Home:
Learning in a Natural Setting 

● Language In = Language Out

● Child forms a mental model of their home language

● Cues visually show crucial spoken linguistic 
components such as verb endings, plurals, adverbs, 
and function words (of, in, at, on, but, and, etc.,) 

● Social uses and rules of language: pragmatics
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Kits Support Cueing at Home:

○ Parents who have learned the system now need 
practice using it with their children.

○ Children can access their family’s vocabulary, 
expressions, home values, and culture.

○ Children can see names of family and friends.

○ They can achieve at or above language and 
literacy levels for their age.

Children who cue expressively 
benefit in many ways:

○ Are more engaged and show comprehension
○ Have the opportunity to interact and play 

with other deaf, cueing peers
○ Add a sensory/motor experience to their 

language development
○ May be more likely to receive cueing 

services
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Cueing and Language-Building 

● Phonological awareness 
● Language development 
● Including all/correct phonemes while 

learning to produce speech and play 
with sounds/words

● Literacy - connection to stories 
and books 

Support for 
Families and Professionals 
● NCSA Regional Representative
● Facebook Pages

○ National Cued Speech Association
○ Cued Speech Association of Minnesota
○ United We Stand for Cued Speech
○ Cued Speech Association of New England
○ Cued Speech Association of Maine
○ Numerous cueing groups

● Follow us on Twitter and Instagram 
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Publications

Publications
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Videos to check out:

Let it Go!

50 Years of Cued Speech -
A Video Retrospective

A CueSign Family

For more information:
● National Cued Speech Association

○ www.cuedspeech.org

○ info@cuedspeech.org

● Cue College

○ www.cuecollege.com 

○ www.cuecollege.com/shop

○ info@cuecollege.com

● Language Matters, Inc.

○ www.languagemattersinc.com
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Other Resources

● CueSign
○ www.cuesign.org

● AISAC
○ www.cuedlanguages.com

● TECUnit

○ www.tecunit.org
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Contact Us

Polly Earl: pearl@cuedspeech.org

Rachel McAnallen: rmcanallen@cuedspeech.org

Amy Ruberl: aruberl@cuedspeech.org
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Supporting Parents New to  

Cued American English 
Video Links  

 

 

● Cue with Me! Videos 
● Playing with Beads 
● Flashcards 
● Cue Moo! 
● Phonemic Awareness 

 
● NCSA Resource Center 

● On Cue Spring 2021 Issue  
 

● A Family’s Story  
●  A CueSign Family 

 
● Fun Transliterated Songs 

● What Does the Fox Say? 
 

● Historical Information about Cued Speech  
● 50 Years of Cued Speech Retrospective 
  

● Organizations 
● National Cued Speech Association 

o www.cuedspeech.org  
o info@cuedspeech.org 

● Cue College 
o www.cuecollege.com  
o www.cuecollege.com/shop   
o info@cuecollege.com  

● Language Matters, Inc. 
o www.languagemattersinc.com  

● CueSign 
o www.cuesign.org  

● AISAC 
o www.cuedlanguages.com  

● TECUnit 
o www.tecunit.org 

● Cue College 
o https://cuecollege.org/  

 
● Contact Information 

● Polly Earl: pearl@cuedspeech.org  
● Rachel McAnallen: rmcanallen@cuedspeech.org  
● Amy Ruberl: aruberl@cuedspeech.org 

https://youtu.be/GlMBzdhm920
https://youtu.be/hMbWZdZu7Hc
https://youtu.be/ZubMB2EveJ8
https://youtu.be/FkRcVSBX2b0
https://cuedspeech.org/resource-center/
https://cuedspeech.org/resource-center/on-cue-spring-2021-volume-33-issue-1/
https://cuedspeech.org/resource-center/on-cue-spring-2021-volume-33-issue-1/
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=773031823045872&external_log_id=8673082a-72c6-489a-94c6-d065748026ad&q=national%20cued%20speech%20association
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wgFbJkdEjFs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NAv6EvshSSw
http://www.cuedspeech.org/
mailto:info@cuedspeech.org
http://www.cuecollege.com/
http://www.cuecollege.com/shop
mailto:info@cuecollege.com
http://www.languagemattersinc.com/
http://www.cuesign.org/
http://www.cuedlanguages.com/
http://www.tecunit.org/
https://cuecollege.org/
mailto:pearl@cuedspeech.org
mailto:rmcAnallen@cuedspeech.org
mailto:aruberl@cuedspeech.org

