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Challenges with the current EHDI System

Challenges

Different assessments given throughout the state

Professionals unfamiliar with how to interpret 
incorporate into planning

Assessment results not linked to early intervention 
timelines/goals

Challenges with systems change



Opportunities with the collaborative 
assessment project 
Challenges Opportunities
Different assessments given throughout 
the state

Systematize assessment protocol based 
on needs of children who are DHH

Professionals unfamiliar with how to 
interpret incorporate into planning

Visualizations inherent to sharing of 
outcomes

Assessment results not linked to early 
intervention timelines/goals

Creating/supporting systems for 
seamless sharing of data

Challenges with systems change Ability to look at outcomes as a system, 
allocate funding, direct efforts



Identifying measures to address outcomes

Outcome Measure

Child language (content) MacArthur Bates Communication 
Development Inventory

Child language (use) Language Use Inventory

Child hearing skill development LittlEars

Child hearing technology use Audiology reports

Family Support Family Outcomes Survey



How we do this:

• With permission from publishers, assessments are administered 
online in a “survey” format

• Survey links sent to families in an instruction document
• When a family completes the survey, the information is then 

converted to a visualized assessment
• Aggregate results are collected across the state to examine strengths 

and needs
• Opportunity for collaboration- data sharing with newborn hearing 

screening, linking early intervention outcomes with JCIH timelines
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Does not meet 
milestones



Teal: Child has the skill
Orange: Child does not yet have the skill







Aggregate scores



LittlEARS: Auditory Skill Development

Does not meet 
milestones



Detection
Discrimination
Localization

Sound/object 
meaning/identification
Imitation/vocalization
Complex directions



Family Outcomes Survey



Sharing the data with ISB



Process of sharing

• Consent to share on all forms
• Integrated filter- Yes=Include; No=Do not include
• Added fields in HiTrack
• MOU in place
• Created safe storage place for both entities 
• Refresh periodically











Vocabulary scores

Speaks & signs
Speaks
Signs
Understands



Language Complexity 
(Language Use Inventory)



Successes

• Willing and able partners, collaboration
• Technology as a tool for connecting, sharing
• Online assessment/data collection
• Visualizations
• Less impact of COVID



Opportunities

• Increase number of families 
• Transparent visualizations that lead to a call for action/change
• Incorporate into trainings/resources for families and providers



Thank you!
Kristina Blaiser, PhD, CCC-SLP
Kristina.Blaiser@isu.edu
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