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Who are we?
• Rocky Mountain Deaf School 

– Rachel Benedict
– Eileen Kratzer
– Suzanne Sharpe

• Audience: who is here?
– Early interventionists
– Audiologists
– Speech Language Pathologists
– Parents
– Advocates
– Others



Life at 
RMDS…Why we do what 

we do.
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https://youtu.be/d9b5_Vqmw9s


Communication: policy & philosophy 
● How this started & evolved over time

● ASL supports Spoken English

● Language modeling: adults fluent in ASL 
and English



So… what does research 
say?



Advantages of Early Visual Language1

“Acquiring a complete first 
language during early 

childhood is critical for later 
reading comprehension”



Advantages of Early Visual Language1

“A language foundation is an 
important factor in spoken 
language development.”



The Benefits of Bilingualism2

“Bilingualism is the norm today 
in most parts of the world (but 

not yet in the U.S.),”



The Benefits of Bilingualism2

“Fluency in one language supports the 
development of fluency in a second 
language; becoming bilingual does not 
detract or interfere with development in the 
other language.”



The Benefits of Bilingualism2

“when young hearing signers combine 
signs and spoken words in a single 
utterance, it is not an indication of 
language confusion, but instead it is a 
systematic and predictable behavior 
similar to the code-switching produced 
by highly fluent and proficient adults.”



Spoken Language Development 
Among Native Signing Children With 

Cochlear Implants3

“show comparable English scores for the CI 
and hearing groups on a variety of 
standardized language measures,”



Spoken Language Development 
Among Native Signing Children With 

Cochlear Implants3

“natural signing language input does no 
harm and may mitigate negative effects of 
early auditory deprivation for spoken 
language development.”



Bilingualism at RMDS

How both languages support each other

100% access to language(s) at all times

Language modeling: our resources

Language development: to the fullest



Data from RMDS



15 students have been at RMDS for more than 3 years







Introducing our diverse 
bilingual students at 

RMDS.



Link to YouTube Video

https://youtu.be/KzG7A9RqliY




Link to YouTube Video

https://youtu.be/7hzw__QJpMw


Link to YouTube Video

https://youtu.be/O7GbVnYapYY


Link to YouTube Video

https://youtu.be/BPA6f0CN3ic


Link to YouTube Video

https://youtu.be/IXhzFaG7y5o


Link to YouTube Video

https://youtu.be/cMufmBXGVD8


Link to YouTube Video

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=noPsPdU30OA&list=UUTfEOW2DGltr5hib8kiqNNg&index=13


Activities and strategies that 
we use at RMDS. 



Language Usage

• Most classes are through ASL

• SLP services provided to students 
based on IEP team decisions

• All preschool, pre-K and 
Kindergarten students receive 30-
60 minutes a day of Spoken English



Link to YouTube Video

https://youtu.be/6hUicyNPsss
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https://youtu.be/d9b5_Vqmw9s
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https://youtu.be/Fd2gZqk3AhU


Link to YouTube Video

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uFc3_fu3oo0&index=5&list=UUTfEOW2DGltr5hib8kiqNNg
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Link to YouTube Video

https://youtu.be/uFc3_fu3oo0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uFc3_fu3oo0&index=5&list=UUTfEOW2DGltr5hib8kiqNNg


Link to YouTube Video

https://youtu.be/iN0fMLcWIiM


Link to YouTube Video

https://youtu.be/E7ySEqD1-MQ


Link to YouTube Video

https://youtu.be/E7ySEqD1-MQ


We’ve shared the Who… the 
Why… the How of supporting 
literacy skills auditorally and 

visually.

Questions?

Comments?
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Thank you!


