
Learning Language: A Multisensory, All-
Inclusive Social Playgroup for Deaf and Hard of 
Hearing Children and Their Parents Enrolled in 
Early Intervention in Illinois



DISCLOSURES
Financial Relationships:
• Kaia Feggestad, SLP

– Employed by UI Health
– Worked with children through the and UI Health Audiology clinic and Early 

Intervention of Illinois through the UI Health Happy Ears on Taylor Street ® 
playgroup 

– Received additional training in Aural Rehabilitation from a grant with the AIM 
to Be Ahead program with Illinois State University

• Jane Dwyer, DT/H
– Self-employed through Early Intervention of Illinois
– Contracted to work closely with the cochlear implant team at UI Health

Non-Financial
• No financial gain for or from this presentation for either party. 
• Kaia is a member of ASHA, EHDI Illinois work group, and Choices for Parents. 
• Jane is a member of Choices for Parents, NAEYC, American Society for Deaf 

Children.



AGENDA

Happy Ears on Taylor Street Playgroup

Playgroup Routine & Activities

Advantages/Disadvantages of Social Isolation & 
Interactions

Developing A Playgroup in Your Area



HAPPY EARS ON TAYLOR STREET ®
UI HEALTH PLAYGROUP
• About Our Playgroup
• Playgroup Activities
• Thematic Lesson Plans
• Small Group Work-Develop a Lesson Plan
• Example of Lesson Plan & Documentation
• Progress Report



ABOUT OUR PLAYGROUP

Weekly 75 Minutes Parent 
Participation

12-36 
Months

Held in 
Classroom 

at Local 
School

Typically 
Developing 
Children in 
Group for a 

Natural 
Environment



PLAYGROUP ACTIVITIES 

Fine MotorCircle Time Language



PLAYGROUP ACTIVITIES 

Snack Gross Motor



THEMATIC LESSON PLANS
• Apples
• Beach
• Bugs
• Dad
• Easter
• Cows
• Pigs
• Sheep
• Holidays
• Hot Chocolate
• Humpty 

Dumpty

• Monkeys
• Valentine’s 

Day
• Vegetables
• Winter
• 4th of July
• Butterflies
• Camping
• Cars & Trucks
• Cats
• Cinco de Mayo
• Cowboys

• Dinosaurs
• Fall 
• Doctor
• Dogs
• Halloween
• Zoo
• Horses
• Ice Cream
• Rain
• Mother’s Day



SMALL GROUP WORK





EXAMPLE OF LESSON PLAN & 
DOCUMENTATION



PROGRESS REPORT- ANNUAL



PLAYGROUP ROUTINES & ACTIVITIES 
• How to Incorporate into Routines & Activities 
• Typical Development Stages & Milestones



PLAYGROUP ROUTINES & 
ACTIVITIES

• Routines for children help to establish security 
• Routines in playgroup help to demonstrate to families how routines 

can be carried over into the home: singing songs, cleaning up before 
starting another activity, washing hands before eating, sitting down 
at a table to eat, etc.

• Activities for playgroups that can be incorporated into home 
routines:
– Healthy snacks that may broaden both parent and child’s palate
– Large muscle physical activity that can be done indoors or outdoors
– Small muscle physical activity with everyday materials found in homes
– Sensory/tactile exploration
– Language development and expansion (with activities as well as books 

and songs)



TYPICAL DEVELOPMENTAL 
STAGES FOR PLAY

> 4 types of play for the 0-3 year old:
Unoccupied Child plays with whatever catches their interest.  If nothing is 

available then they can play with their body: gets in or out of a 
chair, stands around, or sits in one spot, watching.

On-looker Child spends most of their time watching others play either 
sitting or standing.

Solitary Child plays alone with no effort to play near another child. 
Plays with no reference to what others are doing.

Parallel Child plays independently, but activity brings him/her naturally 
among other children. Toys will be the same to like those of 
the other children. 



ADVANTAGES & DISADVANTAGES
• Social Isolation & Interactions
• Tools that Guide Success
• Tracking Social Language Development



SOCIAL ISOLATION & 
INTERACTIONS



TRACKING SOCIAL 
LANGUAGE DEVELOPMENT



DEVELOPING A PLAYGROUP IN YOUR AREA
• Potential Locations
• Environmental Modifications
• Collaboration with Other Providers 
• State Rules & Regulations
• Billing
• Start-Up & Costs
• Marketing



POTENTIAL LOCATIONS

Churches
Schools-

D/HH 
Programs

Local 
Centers

Therapy 
Clinic



ENVIRONMENTAL 
MODIFICATIONS Acoustics

Rug on Tile 
Flooring

Consider Air 
Conditioning/
Heating Units

Lighting in the 
Room

Window 
Coverings

Facility in a 
Quiet 

Location/Street



COLLABORATION WITH 
OTHER PROVIDERS

• Sensory Diet
• Fine Motor Skills

Occupational 
Therapist

• Walking, crawling, standing
• “W” Sitting

Physical 
Therapist

• Transportation
• Social SupportSocial Worker

• Trouble-shooting Devices (i.e., baha, CI, hearing aids)
• Monitoring/Ongoing TestingAudiologist

• Address Concerns of Illness
• Monitoring of P/E TubesENT



STATE RULES & 
REGULATIONS

“Must be direct services to 
two or more children during 

the same period of time 
based on defined frequency, 
intensity, and duration.  One 
provider can serve up to four 

(4) children or multiple 
families (parent groups) 
during a group session”  



STATE RULES & 
REGULATIONS
General Website to Access All States Rules 
& Regulations was Not Found

Look Up How to Refer a Child or for Your 
State’s General Information on Birth-3 or 
Early Intervention

Find Contact Information on the General 
Site to Call and Ask Questions about Rules 
& Regulations for Group Therapy if a 
Provider Handbook is Not Available



BILLING
*Need to Be Able to Cover Costs** 

• Small Private-Pay Fee for Families
• Consider Donations
• Bill for Group Therapy

– Speech-Language Pathologist can bill insurance 
for group therapy (e.g., 92508)

– In Illinois, Developmental Therapist-Hearing Can 
Bill Early Intervention  

*Will Most Likely Need an Authorization*



BILLING



START-UP: MUST HAVES

Shelves 
for 

Storage
Sensory 

Table

Small 
Table & 
Chairs 

Hula 
Hoop

Parachute
Rug or 

Soft Pad 
Tiles



START-UP: DONATED TOYS



START-UP: 
HOUSEHOLD ITEMS TO SAVE

Toilet Paper Rolls
Coffee Stirrers
Pool Noodles

Oatmeal Boxes
Pringle Cans

Sturdy Plastic Bottles
Soda Liter Bottles



MARKETING

Fliers
• Conferences
• Service Coordinators
• Local Cochlear Implant 

Centers 
• Therapy Clinics

Word-of-Mouth
• Colleagues
• Audiologists
• ENT
• Cochlear Implant Companies



THANK YOU!

• Jane Dwyer, MS
– Developmental Therapist/Hearing

• jdwyer7752@gmail.com

• Kaia Feggestad, MS, CCC-SLP
– Speech-Language Pathologist

• kaiafeg@uic.edu
• happyears@uic.edu
• www.hearingchicago.com

mailto:jdwyer7752@gmail.com
mailto:kaiafeg@uic.edu
mailto:happyears@uic.edu

