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Learning Objectives 
•Define current legislation involving the EHDI community and audiology.

•Identify ways in which you can advocate for your profession and the EHDI 
community at the local and national level.

•Identify training resources available for legislative support.
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Advocacy – What does it mean to you? 
Merriam-Webster defines advocacy as, “the process of supporting a cause or proposal”.
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IDEA/School Based Funding
◦ Need to defend and support funding for 

the Individuals with Disabilities Education 
Act (IDEA) 
◦ Federal funding should represent 40% of the average 

per pupil expense, but current funding in 2019 is at 
17%

◦ Primary alternative to federal funding 
stream is Medicaid, so we also need to 
oppose any efforts to further restrict or 
limit payment on school-based Medicaid 
services for children with special needs
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Higher Education Reauthorization
◦ Protects current eligibility requirements for 

programmatic accreditors, such as the 
Council on Academic Accreditation in 
Audiology and Speech-Language Pathology 
(CAA).

◦ Current proposals limits the amount of 
money graduate students, including those 
seeking a clinical doctorate in audiology or a 
master’s degree in speech-language 
pathology can borrow from federally-funded 
student loan programs.

◦ Loan forgiveness provisions would be 
eliminated in current proposal. 



Other Graduate Student Issues
Front Line Care Act – introduced in 2017, allows student loan repayments in 
exchange for health professionals providing two years of service in a health care 
facility facing a frontline scarcity area

Tax Reform – tuition waivers for graduate students, originally included a 
problematic provision that would treat a tuition waiver for students in graduate 
programs as taxable income. Advocacy efforts by AAA and other organizations 
opposed this specific provision and it was removed.  



Audiology Patient Choice Act: S. 2575
Reintroduced by Senators Elizabeth 
Warren (D-MA) and Rand Paul (R-KY) in 
2018
◦ Provides Medicare patients with direct 

access to audiologists, without requiring 
an order from a medical doctor, for all 
services in their scope of practice

◦ Defines audiologists as physicians under 
Medicare

◦ Includes reimbursement for aural 
(re)habilitation services



Medicare Telehealth Parity Act: H.R.2550
Introduced in 2017 by Mike Thompson 
(D-CA), Gregg Harper (R-MS), Peter 
Welch (D-VT), and Diane Black (R-TN)
◦ Expands on the list of providers eligible 

for reimbursement for telehealth under 
Medicare to include audiologists, and 
speech language pathologists

◦ Allowing greater access to telehealth 
services also benefits patients who are 
not able to travel to a professional, which 
includes many elderly Medicare 
beneficiaries seeking the services of an 
audiologist. 
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Protect EHDI Initiatives
In 2018, EHDI was 
reauthorized for another 5 
years
Seeking full funding of EHDI 
for 2020 
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What Can You Do?
• Contact your Legislator

• Write a letter 
• Send an email
• Make an in-person visit
• Make a phone call
• Share your story

Image from: https://www.philanthropy.com/article/Opinion-Make-Advocacy-a-Part/232333



Getting Started: Planning a Visit With 
Your Legislator

1. Register to vote! If it is election time, 
vote!

2. Research your legislator. Do they 
share your views?

3. Set up an appointment.
4. Determine which issues to discuss. 
5. Make a “Leave Behind” for the 

legislator or staffer.
6. Make your position personal. Image from: https://my.lwv.org/texas/early-vote-texas-general-election



Leave Behind Example
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Advocacy 
For You
•State issues

•Local issues

•Personal issues

Used with permission 
from author –
Ruthie White



Get Involved 
Join an organization and 
become involved!
◦ Student Organizations –

SAA, NSSLHA
◦ Professional Organizations 

– AAA, ASHA, state 
organizations

◦ Family and Consumer 
Organizations– Hands and 
Voices, HLAA

Many more…..



Resources
Who Represents You?
https://www.usa.gov/elected-officials
AAA Legislative Action Center
http://capwiz.com/audiology/home/
ASHA Legislative Action Center
https://takeaction.asha.org/?1
Hands and Voices Advocacy Resource Page
http://www.handsandvoices.org/articles/articles_index.html#adv
Hearing Loss Association of America Tools for Advocacy
https://www.hearingloss.org/programs-events/advocacy/

https://www.usa.gov/elected-officials
http://capwiz.com/audiology/home/
https://takeaction.asha.org/?1
http://www.handsandvoices.org/articles/articles_index.html#adv
https://www.hearingloss.org/programs-events/advocacy/
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-Unknown



Questions



Amy Hartman
amy.hartman@wisc.edu
University of Wisconsin Madison 

Thank you!

Hanna Sawher, Au.D
Hsawher@chw.org
Children’s Hospital of Wisconsin

Brooke Flesher, B.S.
Doctor of Audiology Extern
Children’s Hospital of Wisconsin 
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