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>> Do I need to wait?  

>> I didn't realize it was early.  What time is it?  

>> You've got four minutes. 

>> We have 4 minutes.  Oh, okay  No, I don't  I'm speaking off the cuff.  

>> Okay.  I'm going to expand the CART so that it's a little bit more ‑‑ on the screen. 

>> Yeah.  Okay I'm told I have to wait three more minutes  

>> I think we all need our chocolate fix, which is why they gave us ice cream.  

>> Exactly what I was going to say.  

>> I'm worried if I had coffee I wouldn't be able to sleep at night.  Right now I'm looking at flying into 12 to 18 inches into New York City tomorrow morning  Yeah, they've already closed New York City public schools.  

[LAUGHTER] 

>> So, I'm a little nervous I'm going to make it.  

New York City they're calling for 12 to 18 inches.  

 [Away from mic]


[LAUGHTER] 

>> We're going to go ahead and move along with this session called cued speech and our family stories.  So enjoy!  

>> So those of you in the back I would like to invite you to come a little further closer so we can have a little bit more intimate conversation maybe mane of you have heard me speak before I've presented about cued speech what it is yesterday I did a session on, you know, the keys to setting the foundation for literacy. 

And Karla did a wonderful job explaining the system just now.  

What I would like to talk to you about, is my path to cued speech.  I've been cuing a very long time  

I'm ancient.  

I've been cuing since 1979.  

So really, ancient, my son is 42 years old; and we were one of the pioneers in using cued speech way back when ‑‑ when Dr. Cornette was alive and getting people to start using it.  I want to start by telling you and sharing with you ‑‑ and the reason I'm doing this session is I usually do the short version like a snippet when I'm doing my presentations but I wanted to share with you the path as a parent is very different from a perspective as a professional.  

So different that you just ‑‑ you can't imagine living with it. 

It's 42 years later.  

42 years.  

 [Interruption in audio. ]
 [no audio]


>> That happens for a parent.  

I remember we lived in an apartment, where the door slammed and it kind of shook a little bit.  

And I remember my son, as an infant sitting in the playpen.  

And he didn't start. 

And I thought, why isn't he startling, how I didn't ‑‑ I was a new mother.  I was 21 years old; I was away from my family.  I didn't really understand child development.  

I knew children. 

But I didn't understand child development.  

And my husband said, "There's something wrong.  He's not hearing" I could vacuum in his room and he didn't wake up from a nap. 

And so I took him to the doctor, the pediatrician lays him on the table, and this is before we had EHDI.  

And he takes some change out of his pocket.  

And he shakes the ‑‑ he shakes the change.  

And my son feels the air move.  

And he turns to him.  The doctor says he's fine.  Hears just fine. 

And I go home. 

And the door slams again.  

And my husband said, "Something's wrong.  You go back to that doctor." 

So I said, "Well, he has an 8‑month checkup in two months". 

He said, "Go back to the doctor" so I go back and I insist on a referral  

And we take him to Easter seal treatment center; and honestly, I don't know how I got home that day. 

Because they said he's Deaf as a door nail lady  He was.  He didn't respond to anything and I remember ‑‑ I remember the tears flowing down my face.  

And I remember... calling my parents. 

And my father saying, "He'll outgrow it." 

And then I remember my mother‑in‑law, dragging us to John Tracy Clinic.  And John Tracy ‑‑ not John Tracy Clinic sorry Johns Hopkins University in Baltimore. 

We were living in Maryland at the time.  

And the pediatric audiologist sitting with us for two hours answering our questions  

And then about a month later, he had an ear infection, and I go back to the pediatrician. 

And he said, "You probably got a wrong diagnosis.  He just had an ear infection" right?  So now you see the roller coaster as a parent. 

Now, I was lucky, in a few ‑‑ a few instances. 

No. 1, it was 1976.  Public law 94142 had just passed I lived in Montgomery county Maryland, and they had a birth to 21 program. 

So I lived in a place that would provide early intervention. 

The average age of diagnosis back then was 2 1/2.  He was eight months old so I had the advantage of early intervention. 

I had the advantage of hearing aids.  He was aided right away.  

In fact, the state would only give us one hearing aid.  

My cousin had an in into the governor's office, and they got us two hearing aids.  He was the first child in the state of Maryland to get two hearing aids  

Okay?  

This is what we went through.  We had connections. 

So we're in a program.  We're in parent infant and they teach us all these things that we're supposed to do with our child.  

They teach us to ‑‑ we put him in a high chair and we would by language lessons and they taught you these language lessons and it was you're teaching him the word car.  See the car.  

The car is red. 

Look at the red car. 

The car rolls. 

The car has wheels. 

Isn't it a pretty car?  

You can drive in the car. 

All this, to teach the word "car," right?  And maybe after two weeks he might learn the word car. 

So we're in this program, and about a year later ‑‑ and oh, and we're doing auditory training all along, we're teaching him to use his hearing aids, we're teaching him ‑‑ you know, we're doing this. 

Teaching him how to listen for his name, babababa, all of the ‑‑ we did all of those things. 

And all of this is being put on me as Mom.  I'm home living it. 

And at one point, I looked and I realized this is not motherhood.  This is not what mothers are supposed to go through.  

Okay?  

I was robbed  

About a year later, my very oral teacher said to me, your son's isn't outgoing anyways he has no language, he's Deaf as a door nail he can't hear we need to do something you need to go to sign classes. 

Now, you have to understand something  

I'm a Jewish mother.  

Okay?  

I come from a Sephardic Jewish home.  My parents first language was Arabic.  They're from the Middle East.  We have culturally expressions, that we use, that are in Arabic.  

Food words, love words, hate words. 

We use Hebrew for prayer.  I wanted my son to have a bar mitzvah.  How was he going to join the tribe?  And I worried about these things.  How would he grow up to be a Jewish man and be counted.  But I was still living day‑to‑day and as a parent that's what you do in those early years, you're going through grief.  So you live day‑to‑day and you don't see to the future.  

And that's what started to change for me.  After I started to learn sign language.  

Because people had name words.  

So you have to understand, Jewish families you name 4 of your grandparents.  So I have 10 cousins named Joey because my grandmother had 10 children and each had a Joseph named after my grandfather.  Okay?  I have lots of names repeat in our families. 

So how do you distinguish between different people?  

How do I say the love words?  How do I say the hate words in Arabic?  

How do I teach him a prayer?  

And I remember one day, I said to my teacher I wanted to read him the little red caboose.  

And so she said, "You sign last car on the train" and I said, "That's not caboose.  How do I sign last car on the train?"  And she said well, you could finger spell it" and I said, "How do I finger spell to a two‑year‑old who barely knows his name?"  I was frustrated he was frustrated.  

Yes, signs helped.  It helped with minimal communication  It did.  

It helped him expressively tell me what he wanted, it relieves frustration.  

But long term, for us, it wasn't the answer  

Again, luck played a part in my path to cued speech.  

Doctor Cornett was at Gallaudet college.  He had a cued speech office and he had an experimental program at Gallaudet ‑‑ off campus, that was called out of national child research center. 

And children were aging out of that program.  

It was a hearing school, much like the Montessori school that Karla was talking about, in that it was a push‑in program.  Hearing teachers, hearing students with Deaf students in the class, but the teachers all cued. 

So all of the children hearing or Deaf received cued speech instruction with cued speech. 

And the Deaf children from our county, were ‑‑ aging out of that program and the two parents from my county that went to the county, which had an oral program and a total communication program and they said we want a cued speech program and the school system said, sorry, guys  You've got these are your choices. 

And so the parents said test our children.  

And so the little boy, who was 4, tested out, as a 7‑year‑old.  In language.  

The little girl who had CHARGE syndrome tested out as a four‑year‑old they had never had a child in the county who was Deaf who tested age appropriate much less above their language level.  

So that county very smartly said something is right with those children.  

And they said okay, we'll give you the services that you want.  

And the parents said, uh‑uh.  

You've got a total communication program  

You have an oral program.  We want other parents to also benefit from this. 

We want you to offer a full service cued speech program. 

And the county sat back and they thought about it and they became the pioneers  

And that was the year that my son was three and a half.  Now, at three and a half, again, struggling through that third year with sign language, I....  started to hear about cued speech.  

And at three and a half, my son had a 150 word vocabulary.  

With sign.  

It was the age equivalent of a 17‑month‑old so he had basically made in three years six months progress a year.  And as a parent, again, living it, it's very different than when you go to class and you get some instruction. 

As a parent, living it, I realize that what we do as parents is if we're not understood we simplify what we say. 

We minimize what we say. 

So instead of saying, "Do you want Rice Krispies corn flakes Fruit Loops +or Cap'n Crunch for breakfast you point to the cereal boxes and say which one."  That's not giving your child language.  If your child cried I'm sorry you're sad.  But they answer you because he doesn't have the expression to be able to tell me.  

So I started to learn cued speech and I knew I was dumbing down my language but I didn't realize the extent of it until after I started to cue.  When I went to a cued speech workshop that summer and I listened to Dr. Cornette talk and I thought, how could this possibly be true?  

It's like he was promising the world on a silver platter. 

And I thought, it was so different from anything that I had seen before.  It was so different from everything I had been taught, over the past three years that I thought it couldn't ‑‑ I thought it was a crackpot honestly I did and I think other people did, too. 

But Dr. Cornette said to me Sarina if you go home and you cue and you apply yourself and you become... [no audio]


[CART provider not receiving audio. ]


>> Don't you want your teeth to be pearly white.  Within six months he had those....  I could see the wheels turning in his head.  I could see him processing the language.  He would repeat back to me what I said  So I knew he was processing it before he would answer me  

He was ‑‑ he was following two, three, and four‑step directions.  He was using preposition.  He was using all the parts of speech.  

Within a year, he was talking in sentences. 

Within two years when we retested him, at age five and a half, he tested as a 6‑year‑old for language.  

He went into first grade, fully on grade level, he was fully mainstreamed in kindergarten.  And as he was mainstreamed into kindergarten, and in first grade with a transliterator, yes, we were in a school that provided full services. 

So did speech pathologists cued cued language transliterators in the classroom everybody was cued.  

Okay.  

And his language ‑‑ it just exploded ‑‑ [CART provider not receiving audio. ]


I wasn't dumbing down my language  

At the time Simon was in the third grade, he tested out in the 99th percentile on his California achievement reading test. 

I left Montgomery county in 1993.  

And when I left.  There were 32 children in the speech programming there.  

29 of those children were fully mainstreamed. 

29.  

The other three had additional disabilities, one had CHARGE syndrome, one had a significant learning disability they both had additional issues that prevented them from being fully mainstreamed.  Okay?  

Every one of those children went on to graduate from college.  

Every single one of them. 

That was a long time ago  

I've been in the cued speech community a long time, I've written about my own experiences, my story was in choices in Deafness.  

You know, I've written about a lot  I've spoken about a lot.  But I don't often give this long version.  

My son graduated from NYU.  He has a degree in finance from Stern.  He's now a father, with three children. 

He's in the professional world.  

And he ‑‑ he learned sign language, he had his bar mitzvah. 

He learned Hebrew. 

But he still is a Deaf adult, who faced attitude challenges just like any place else when we moved to New York in 1993 he went into a local high school, and the ‑‑ he went with a transliterator in New York City, in New York state there were regents diplomas and he needed a ‑‑ a language. 

So I said, you know, what you already know Hebrew, your school happened to have a Hebrew language instruction and he went in and I thought this is like the easiest day every because he could already read and write in Hebrew but he couldn't overcome the boundary of attitude his teacher would not talk to him, would not give him any ‑‑ any attention at all, completely dismissed his transliterator.  

And after two weeks I called up and I said, I don't understand what's going on.  

And he said, "I can't possibly teach a Deaf person Hebrew" and I said really?  That's so interesting he already knows how to read and write in Hebrew.  Sometimes you just can't overcome a barrier that's attitudinal. 

So he didn't get a regent diploma but he still not into NYU and he still graduated so with that I would like to take questions, I think you all know that I'm the executive director now of the national cued speech association.  

I was president for six years. 

Before I became executive director.  

I have many other lives and many other careers, but I've never really moved on from the NCSA because every time a parent comes up to me and says to me, "When I heard your story it motivated me to learn to cue," I ‑‑ it gives me the drive to continue and to go on.  

And so with that, I have a lifetime commitment to helping other parents find the path.  

With that I'll take some questions.  No questions I have five whole minutes.  

FROM THE FLOOR:  

Q.
How did he transition from having so much access to cued speech through school, like, did he still have it at NYU?  

And then what about in his working life now?  How ‑‑ how has that transitioned? 

A.
So one of the wonderful things about cued speech is because the mouth is part of the message, the lip‑reading skills and studies bear this out ‑‑ are, actually, better than any ‑‑ any of the other groups. 

So these kids, when the cuing is taken away are excellent, excellent lip‑readers. 

Also, because they have the language background, and they have the vocabulary, it's much easier for them to manage without cued speech in the workplace, and in the broader community. 

In Montgomery County, the parents had decided that, after elementary school, all ‑‑ the three programs the oral total communication, and cued speech kids ‑‑ could all come together for middle and high school.  And so, they ‑‑ the ‑‑ the ‑‑ the school system provided that central location for all of the students. 

So by middle school, they were mixing. 

And so, this natural acquisition of sign language started to occur, for pretty much all of the kids. 

And that's fine.  

When Simon got to college he did have a cued speech transliterator at NYU but for certain ‑‑ as sign language grew he started to request sign language, and the way he describes it is, that for certain subjects, which are very vocabulary‑dependent, you need the cued speech but for other subjects, such as, you know, social studies, history classes, you don't necessarily need that vocabulary dependency. 

And he says watching a sign interpreter is, like, watching a show. 

So for him, it really depended on the subject  

Now, he has friends from when he was three years old, and first in that ‑‑ first preschool class at ‑‑ in Montgomery county they had been lifelong friends. 

All of them, know how to sign at this point. 

And when you watch them get together, what you see is a mix of signing and cuing, because lots of times they would rather cue a word than finger spell it so you'll see that mix. 

But they ‑‑ they ‑‑ they kind of know, I mean, I ‑‑ I see my son in the workplace, and I see when he's talking to pure ASL users and sometimes he'll say, "Wait" and then he'll look at me and he says I have to interpret what they're saying in my head so I understand what they really mean because when they sign it in pure ASL, it's ‑‑ their thinking is different than his thinking as a first‑language English person. 

His first language is English.  So he has to interpret in his head what they ‑‑ he thinks they mean because it may not come out exactly right.  

Q.
Do you have experience with Spanish‑speaking people using cued speech?  

A.
I don't personally, but we do have many people in our community that do.  I know in the Chicago area, especially where Karla is, there are actually a few people who specialize in using Spanish. 

Cued speech is available in 70 languages and major dialects so like recently, Amharic is our latest language from Ethiopia, there's definitely access in Spanish.  

FROM THE FLOOR:  

Q.
I have ‑‑ 

>> Sorry. 

Q.
If it's based on sound is it correct I would say I'm from Missouri but some other people would say I'm from missoura is that cued differently I guess? 

A.
Exactly when you cue one of the wonderful beautiful things about it is you can cue your accent so if it's Missouri, missoura or you can show the different with endings of dogs and cats both ends with S they're both plurals but dogs has a Z on the end cats has an S on the end do you say thirty‑third street or turtitoid street I'm from Brooklyn.  Turtitoid street do you say you‑all or y' all you definitely show the difference between accents and our kids can tell the difference on where you live based on how you cue. 

Q.
I think I'm going to embarrass myself with a stupid question and I probably should know the answer if you've got a young child, and you're ‑‑ and you've chosen ASL then the parent is signing and the child is learning signs in return, is the child to whom you're cuing, cuing in return?  Or are they just? 

>> Sometimes, sometimes so cued speech was designed to be receptive  Okay?  

So not all kids will expressively cue. 

However, that said, some do, naturally kind of a acquire it my son had to be taught to expressively cue and the reason he was taught to expressively cue is because his speech was really poor.  So they felt if he had to synchronize ‑‑ because with cuing you have to synchronize your mouth your hand that would slow him down.  And it did it helped us understand what he was saying expressively. 

Understand cued speech is not to teach speech.  It's to teach language  It was misnamed. 

So ‑‑ but that's why you might see the terms cued American English, or cued language.  

It's not meant to replace it.  It's just ‑‑ it's ‑‑ it's easier to understand it that way, Carl. 

Q.
So when you first started cuing, with him and he exploded in his language, was he expressively using it then or just receptively at first? 

A.
Receptively ‑‑ we started cuing when he was three and a half and I think we started to teach him expressively when he was 6  Actually, school did it.  They made that decision to teach it expressively.  So ‑‑ sorry you had a question. 

FROM THE FLOOR:  

Q.
Yeah, so I was just wondering now as we spoke in the previous workshop, that, you know, since ASL is a natural language I'm just curious as far as the steps that you had to take with, you know, learning when you got to had point of learning cued speech did you have to work on the sound and work on the semantics of words? 

>> No it was completely natural the only thing that I had to do was cue all the time.  That's the only thing I had to do I cued everything that I said. 

And as I knew that he understood me, my language, was more enriched and his language was more enriched.  I didn't have to do anything else  One exposure to a word and he got the word.  

I didn't have to work.  I ‑‑ I was a mom again.  

I was a mom again.  

And that was ‑‑ made a big difference in our quality of life, in the home.  

I don't know if any of you ‑‑ I've gotten the red signal I'm supposed to stop; but I hope that everyone will stay. 

I don't know if you've ever seen the movie the move "children of a lesser God" okay?  It's a pretty famous movie with Marlee Matlin in that move play whichever format you saw it in she was really angry at her mom because she never felt part of the family because her morgue never learned to fluently sign and they sent her off to the school for the Deaf and she never really felt part of the home.  A big thing for me with cuing is that, because this is a system that's easy to learn, that you can use in the home in your home language, the child is part of the family. 

And my experience with Deaf adults over many, many years, is that many of them had grown up without religion, without feeling part of the family  Feeling isolated in the home.  Because they were so ‑‑ parents might have been so focused on language, that they left religion out.  

And so you had this hunger for belief.  I can tell you there's an entire Jewish Deaf community out there that thrives on getting together with each other.  And I know that it's not just as my religion, but in other religions as well; so with cuing, you're part of a family.  

And the siblings learn to cue.  We have whole families, where all the kids learn to cue.  

I mean, my daughter‑in‑law, when my son got married and my daughter‑in‑law came into the family, she was Deaf.  She was progressively Deaf.  She signed. 

But I said, look, in our family we cue so she went to cue camp she learned to cue, and she says, "I don't think in my entire life, every night at the dinner table," she understood what was going on because we could cue and she felt part of the family she said, "My entire life I never felt like that," felt that included. 

So I think of it as ‑‑ one family happiness family quality of life.  The literacy part, unbelievable.  1 exposure to a word and you not only know what you've said but how to pronounce it.  I think they want me to stop.  

[LAUGHTER] 

>> I'm getting these looks in the back. 

[APPLAUSE]

>> But I'm available for questions if anybody wants to come up.
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